
Fake made in Italy destroying employment and stealing precious resources from 

the State 

 

A Cerved’s research study recently published on Milano Finanza revealed that fashion, furniture and food 

industries represent almost one third of the whole Italian production and labor. These are exciting numbers 

doing justice to the many entrepreneurs and thousands of working men and women, who daily strive to 

export charm, beauty and quality of our made in Italy products all over the world.  

 

Yesterday, the New York Times published a comic strip to denounce the adulteration of extra virgin olive oil 

"made in Italy" that is realized with olives coming from other Mediterranean countries, thus informing 

consumers around the world about one of the biggest frauds against them. It is a remarkable damage to 

the image of one of the main products within our agroindustrial sector. Unfortunately, the food industry is 

not the only one to be affected by episodes of " banditry " and outrageous conduct. 

 

Although I’ve made numerous complaints also explaining in first person – even in Parliament - to make 

Institutions and referential authorities know the serious problem of unfair competition and illegal work, 

little or nothing has changed in the furnishing sector. In the District of Upholstered Furniture of Puglia and 

Basilicata – that once represented the pride of the manufacturing industry in our country - the 

phenomenon of undeclared work is definitely putting at risk all those companies producing “made in Italy” 

products that operate respecting the law and regularly pay taxes. It isn’t an isolated phenomenon, since it 

is strongly present in many other Italian industrial districts like Prato, where in December a tragedy 

occurred due to the inhumane working conditions. 

 

In recent years, with the worsening of the crisis, many companies of upholstered furniture have completely 

outsourced  their production. They permanently or temporarily laid off their workers and transferred the 

production to sub-contractors, who are mostly Chinese and frequently operate illegally, both in terms of 

tax and security, thus getting prices that are by far lower than a standard industrial cost. Since 2002, 

companies have decreased from 524 to less than 100; workers from 14,000 to 6,000. Without undeclared 

work these numbers would have been a right reason for a civil revolution, but nothing has happened yet. 

Since undeclared work, together with the redundancy fund -  that’s the only legal instrument to face 

redundancies - have cushioned the social impact of this phenomenon. 

 

In the meantime fair companies are paying the consequences and are being impoverished by this 

phenomenon. This situation is no longer tenable. This business model originating from the most extreme 

lawlessness steals State resources that could be allocated to development rather than welfarism, but above 

of all it kills the Made in Italy, destroying its value and deceiving consumers. All this, in addition to the tax 

and contributory evasion. 

 

It’s a "fake made in Italy", which is not the result of our unique and unrepeatable daily familiarity with the 

beauty of the landscape, with the greatest artistic and cultural heritage of the world. It doesn’t come from 

the pursuit of beauty, from study of forms and attention to quality. It is born from lawlessness and despair, 

exploitation of workers who often are forced to work in slavery conditions. It’s important that consumers 

know these issues. We’ll surely not lose any opportunity to let them know it. 
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